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The McGill University Health Centre (MUHC) is one of the most
comprehensive academic health centres in North America. The MUHC
represents five teaching hospitals affiliated with the Faculty of Medicine of
McGill University: The Montreal Children’s, Montreal General, and Royal
Victoria Hospitals as well as the Montreal Neurological  Institute/Hospital,
and the Montreal Chest Institute.  

Each year, the MUHC receives close to 800,000 ambulatory visits, including
over 138,000 emergency department visits. The Research Institute is a world-
renowned biomedical and healthcare research centre that obtains over 
$110 million in research funding annually from external sources. More than
11,500 healthcare and other personnel work at the MUHC.
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The theme of our 2005-2006 annual report
is innovation. The McGill University Health
Centre (MUHC) is an academic health

centre—an environment where everyone
challenges himself and herself, on a daily basis,
to push the boundaries of medical knowledge
and healthcare practice. 

The stories in this report provide a small
sampling of our innovative patient care,
teaching and research achievements. 

Innovation and excellence are also the values
driving our plans to redevelop the MUHC on the
Glen and Mountain campuses. The planning and
other preparations for this project moved
forward significantly in 2005-2006. We
completed the environmental cleanup for our
Glen campus and developed the master plan for
the Mountain campus. 

This new MUHC will allow us to consolidate on
two campuses in either new or completely
modernized facilities. In the years ahead, these
state-of-the-art facilities will be a crucial tool for
enhancing the quality of the health services we
provide and our medical leadership in research
and teaching. 

But ultimately, the excellence of the MUHC
depends on people. 

Our staff includes healthcare professionals
working in seven missions: medicine, surgery,
women's health, pediatrics, cancer care, mental

health and neurosciences. They are supported
by a remarkable staff providing the many
ancillary services required to operate a large
and complex health centre like ours. 

Our volunteers are present throughout the
organization, from providing special programs
for our patients to serving on our board of
directors. Our foundations and auxiliaries are
among the most effective fundraisers in
Canada. 

The reputation of the MUHC among the patients
we serve and among our peers across the globe
is a result of the efforts of all these dedicated
individuals inside the MUHC and in the larger
community.  

In particular, I would like to say a personal
thank you to our most senior volunteer, David
Culver, the chair of our Board of Directors. His
wisdom, experience and clear vision of the
future are an invaluable guide for this
organization as we move forward.  

This annual report for 2005-2006 is a snapshot
of challenges and achievements at an
outstanding healthcare centre.  I hope you
enjoy reading it. 

Dr. Arthur Porter
Director General and CEO

Message from the CEO and Director General
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When I became chair of the Board of
Directors of the MUHC in March of
2000, I suspected that university hos-

pitals were notoriously complex organizations,
but in fact I underestimated just how complex. 

In addition to providing acute-care health serv-
ices to a large patient population, university
hospitals are the training ground for the next
generation of healthcare professionals, and pro-
vide the research setting for the development of
more effective diagnostic and treatment tools.
In short, university hospitals not only provide
the most advanced care available today, they
are the engines driving better medical care for
the future. We prepare the minds that chance
will favour in the future of medical research.

I am proud to say that despite enormous chal-
lenges, the MUHC excels in its adult and pedi-
atric patient care and its academic missions.  It
casts a creative shadow in medicine well
beyond the borders of Quebec and Canada.

Under our public healthcare system, university
hospitals are financed by a basic operating
budget from the government for the health serv-
ices they provide.  Through McGill, government
also funds our teaching function. Research is
funded by a system of federal and provincial
government grants and by the private sector. All
of these activities are also supported by private
philanthropy that supports excellence and inno-
vation and oils its complex machinery. 

I am pleased to say that in 2005-2006, we once
again came in within the budget parameters set
by the government. At the same time, our com-
munity continued to provide outstanding sup-
port through our foundations. 

As a university hospital, we are also at the cen-
tre of a new way of organizing health care in
Quebec. The McGill RUIS has been charged with
developing corridors of highly specialized care
for a population of 1.7 million in a region that

extends from Montreal to the furthest northern
areas of the province. This is a new challenge
that the MUHC and its partners in the McGill net-
work have taken to heart. We are still in the
early stages of developing an effective network,
but I am convinced that with the right kind of
support from the Ministry of Health and Social
Services, we will achieve the goal of maximizing
the delivery of seamless healthcare services to
patients across 63 per cent of the surface of
Quebec.

Finally, the MUHC continues to push forward
with its vision for a much-needed redevelop-
ment of our facilities—a new campus at the Glen
and a modernized and expanded Mountain cam-
pus at the site of the Montreal General Hospital.
The goal is a state-of-the-art health centre that
supports the very best patient care, research
and teaching, and that allows the MUHC to
attract and retain the very best talent from
around the world. The community's support and
advocacy for the redevelopment of the MUHC
has been crucial in launching this project and it
will remain essential through all the subsequent
phases of development.

As I said at the beginning of this message, uni-
versity hospitals are complex organizations.
Because of the challenges it has set itself, the
MUHC may be more complex than most. But
working for and within the MUHC is most
rewarding. When one observes the compassion,
the talent, and the selflessness displayed by
our 14,000 caregivers, any effort on our part
seems trivial.  As one volunteer among the
many, I ask only for a continuance of the com-
munity support that we have enjoyed in the
past.

David Culver
Chair of the Board of Directors

Message from the Chair of the Board of Directors
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